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Ginkgo biloba

The Only Living Representative of an Ancient Ginkgo Lineage

Ginkgo is the only living species of the ginkgo lineage and the
sole surviving representative of the order Ginkgoales. It
belongs to an ancient lineage of gymnosperms and is
characterized by its distinctive fan-shaped leaves,
dichotomous venation, and dioecious reproductive system.
Ginkgoales were once widely distributed in terrestrial
ecosystems during the Mesozoic, and modern ginkgo retains
many important morphological features of this ancient group.
Due to its long evolutionary history and unique biological
characteristics, ginkgo is often referred to as a “living fossil.”
Today, ginkgo is native to China and has been widely

cultivated around the world.



