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Traumatocrinus hsui

A Flower-Shaped Echinoderm

Crinoids are an ancient group of marine echinoderms
that first appeared during the Ordovician, approximately
480 million years ago, and flourished widely in Paleozoic
seas. Many ancient crinoids possessed slender stalks
connected to cup-shaped calyces, with feather-like
arms extending outward from the top. Their overall
appearance resembled blooming flowers, giving rise to

the name “sea lilies.”



