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Salamandridae (Embryo)

A Tetrapod Blueprint Emerging from Water

Salamander embryos reveal the early developmental
processes of amphibian life. Salamanders typically lay
eggs in water, where embryos undergo cell division,
tissue differentiation, and organ formation, gradually
developing structures such as the head, trunk, tail, and
limbs. Unlike fishes, salamander larvae and adults
possess paired appendages, making them important
models for understanding the formation of the tetrapod
body plan. As amphibians, salamanders provide
insights into the key structural innovations that
emerged during the evolutionary transition from

aquatic ancestors to life on land.



