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Dipnoan

The Closest Living Fish Relatives of Tetrapods

Dipnoan is the only living species of lungfish in Australia
and an important living reference for understanding the
vertebrate transition from water to land. The brain and
sensory systems of lungfishes retain the basic organization
shared by vertebrates, while also displaying specialized
features that arose during their long independent
evolutionary history. Comparisons among lungfishes, other
fishes, and tetrapods help reconstruct the neural
characteristics of their common ancestors and provide
important insights into the evolution of the nervous system

during the transition from aquatic to terrestrial life.



