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Neoceratodus forsteri

An Ancient Representative Among Living Lungfishes

The Australian lungfish is often regarded as the most
conservative of the six living lungfish species. Its natural
distribution is extremely restricted, occurring only in a few
rivers in Queensland, Australia. Compared with African and
South American lungfishes, it has a more robust body
covered by large scales and retains broad, paddle-shaped
fleshy paired fins whose internal skeletal organization
resembles that of early sarcopterygians. It has a single
functional lung and normally relies on well-developed gills
for aquatic respiration, surfacing to gulp air only when
dissolved oxygen becomes very low. Unlike the other living
lungfish lineages, it cannot survive complete desiccation
by burrowing and aestivating. Individuals may live for
many decades, and the species is listed as Endangered

(EN) by the IUCN and is legally protected in Australia.



