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Crinoidea

The “Flowers of the Sea” Surviving to the Present

Crinoids are not plants but an ancient group of
echinoderms closely related to starfish and sea urchins.
They possess feather-like arms extending outward from
the central body, with numerous small branches along the
arms. These structures can spread out into a flower-like
shape and capture plankton and organic particles from
the water as food. Modern crinoids still living in deep-sea
environments retain many ancestral features and show

remarkable similarities to ancient fossil crinoids.



