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Polybranchiaspis liaojiaoshanensis

A Galeaspid with Numerous Gill Pouches

Polybranchiaspis liaojiaoshanensis was an Early
Devonian galeaspid that lived about 419 million years
ago and is one of the common galeaspids found in the
Quijing area. Its head was covered by a rigid bony
headshield, with the mouth and gill openings located on
the ventral side. Internally, it possessed more than ten
pairs of closely arranged branchial pouches, a
distinctive feature reflected in its generic name. Fossils
of Polybranchiaspis liaojiaoshanensis provide important
evidence for understanding the respiratory structures

and head evolution of early jawless vertebrates.



