ZiEE

FPRREEXRNIEEF

ZREENEREGXRPREDSHE
RREEZ—, RETHSRBETS
Y, ﬂﬂ*ﬁxﬁﬁﬁm“ﬁ"%ﬂﬂﬂ%’l\d\ﬁéﬂ
PUBYTS B8, LUK BE 5 4R B == S 0T IR BY A
$¥2*$701X*b¢#1ﬁﬁﬁﬁ TR HAREE &S 3L
B9 B (A B S N A E D SE R
TEELR,

Polypterus

A Living Relict of an Early-Diverging Actinopterygian Lineage

Bichirs (Polypterus) are among the earliest-diverging lineages
of extant ray-finned fishes and retain several distinctive
morphological features, including rhomboid ganoid scales, a
dorsal fin composed of multiple separate finlets, and paired
lungs used for air breathing. These features provide important
clues to the body plan, ecological adaptations, and

evolutionary history of early actinopterygians.



