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Ginkgoales

Fan-Shaped Leaves Across Deep Time

Ginkgoales represent an ancient lineage of gymnosperms
that were widely distributed in terrestrial ecosystems during
the Mesozoic and reached their greatest diversity during
the Jurassic and Cretaceous. Fossil ginkgoaleans from
approximately 170 million years ago already possessed
fan-shaped leaves and some reproductive features similar
to those of modern ginkgo, demonstrating the long-term
morphological conservatism of this lineage. The study of
fossil ginkgoaleans provides important insights into ancient
plant communities, the evolution of gymnosperms, and

changes in Mesozoic terrestrial ecosystems.



