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Diandongichthys ocellatus

A Ginglymodian Revealing Early Morphology Related to
the Gar Lineage

Diandongichthys ocellatus is an early ginglymodian fish
from the Middle Triassic and represents one of the early
members of the lineage related to modern gars. It had an
elongated fusiform body, a nearly rounded posterior
margin of the caudal fin, and a body covered with hard
rhomboid ganoid scales, reaching a maximum length of
approximately 5 cm. As a small ray-finned fish from the
Luoping Biota, Diandongichthys ocellatus provides
important evidence for understanding the origin and early
morphological evolution of ginglymodians, as well as the

diversification history of gar-related lineages.



