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Scleropages sinensis

An Ancient Arowana from 56 Million Years Ago

Scleropages sinensis is a fossil bony-tongue fish
discovered from the Early Eocene deposits of China and
belongs to the family Osteoglossidae within the order
Osteoglossiformes. The exceptionally preserved fossils
from Xiangxiang, Hunan Province, and Songzi, Hubei
Province, provide important evidence for understanding
the evolutionary history of arowanas. Research
indicates that the divergence between the genus
Scleropages and the South American osteoglossid
genus Osteoglossum can be traced back to
approximately 56 million years ago. This discovery
extends the evolutionary history of living arowanas into
the Early Cenozoic and provides important clues for
understanding the intercontinental distribution patterns

and biogeographic history of bony-tongue fishes.



